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RabbiteyeBlueberry



RabbiteyeBlueberry

ÅRabbiteyeplants can get quite large, up to 20 
feet if allowed to grow unchecked. 

ÅIf you wish to keep them at a height where 
you can easily reach all the berries, you will 
need to prune vigorously after a few years of 
growth. 

ÅIn commercial operations they are often 
hedge rowed to accommodate mechanical 
pickers. 



RabbiteyeBlueberry

ÅNeed well-drained acid soil and supplemental 
water during dry times

ÅTend to be a bit more tolerant of drought and 
less-than-ideal pH.

ÅRabbiteyesare practically disease free, and they 
tend to have much longer productive lives.

Å¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǊΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ rabbiteye
plants is 350 to 650 for regular leaf and bloom 
development. 



ΨAlapahaΩ Rabbiteye



ΨAlapahaΩ Rabbiteye

Å Origin: UGA, USDA / ARS (2001)

Å Chilling requirement: 450 hrs

Å Plants: vigorous, upright, narrow crowns

Å Flowering: 7-мл Řŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ψ/ƭƛƳŀȄΩ
Å Productivity:  high
Å Berries: Small ςmed size, light blue, firm, good scar 

and flavor
Å RipeningΥ {ŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ Ψ/ƭƛƳŀȄΩΣ όн wk)
Å PollinatorΥ  Ψ!ǳǎǘƛƴΩΣ Ψ/ƭƛƳŀȄΩΣ ΨtǊƛƴŎŜΩΣ ΨtǊŜƳƛŜǊΩ
Å Notes: In dry years, berries may be smaller than 

expected.  



Ψ!ǳǎǘƛƴΩ Rabbiteye



Ψ!ǳǎǘƛƴΩ Rabbiteye

ÅOrigin: UGA, USDA/ARS (1996)
ÅChilling requirement:  450 ς500 hr
ÅPlants: Upright, moderately vigorous, adequate cane 

renewal
ÅFlowering: late March ςearly April
ÅProductivity:  very high
ÅBerries: Medium ςlarge, light blue, good scar and flavor; 

slightly soft
ÅRipening: Late May ςmid June (2 ς3 wk)
ÅPollinatorΥ ΨtǊƛƴŎŜΩΣ ΨAlapahaΩΣ ΨBrightwellΩ
ÅNotes: Seeds are large and can be abundant and 

objectionable in some years following excellent pollination



ΨBluesfestΩ Rabbiteye



ΨBluesfestΩ Rabbiteye

ÅOrigin: USDA / ARS (2014) 

ÅChilling requirement: 500 ς600 hr

ÅPlants: moderatelyvigorous and spreading, adequate cane 
renewal

ÅFlowering: ~ΨPowderblueΩ όƭŀǘŜ aŀǊŎƘ ςearly April)

ÅProductivity: Medium - High

ÅBerries: Medium ςLarge, exceptionally light blue, very firm and 
relatively small picking scars, very good flavor when fully ripe

ÅRipening: late June ςEarly July (~3 wk)

ÅPollinatorΥ ΨBrightwellΩΣ ΨTifblueΩΣ ΨOchlochoneeΩΣ ΨDeSotoΩ

ÅNotes: may sucker under heavy mulching, berries should remain 
on plant at least 7 d after turning light blue to obtain optimum 
sugar content



ΨBrightwellΩ Rabbiteye


